
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020, 7:00 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Suellen Pennington of the First Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Amon led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police 
Lieutenant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Marilyn Mcfate invited everyone to go to the QIA displays and announced that this is her 
50th year selling at the Pow Wow at the QIA. 

Sandy Scott commented that she paid for her Town license seven months ago and still 
has not received it; she was told that she needed to get a fire Inspection, and she did. 
She spoke of her landlord having the same problem. She expressed unhappiness due to 
having to jump through hoops and the treatment she has received from the Town staff. 
She said she still does not know that she will get her license. 

William Ponce, one of the Quartzsite Elementary School District Board Members, 
reminded everyone that they could get up to $200 in tax credit by donating to the 
Quartzsite Elementary School District. He asked the community and the Council to please 
take advantage of this and help our school out. 

PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 

2. WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA PROCLAMATION - Proclamation declaring
December 14, 2019 National Wreaths Across America Day.

Mayor Simpson read the Wreaths Across America Proclamation aloud for all to hear. 
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BUSINESS: 

3. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of December 10, 2019.

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of December 10, 2019. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series #46314-46392, #46410-
46433, #46447-46474 totaling $419,566.46

• Accounts Payable USDA Account- Check Series #1018-1019 totaling
$963,867.35

• Payroll Check Series - #46301-46313, #46393-46409, #46434-46446 totaling
$235,746.49

GRAND TOTAL $1,619,180.30

Council Member BearCat asked for an explanation on check number 46341; she was 
under the impression that Plomosa Road was not Quartzsite's responsibility. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that at the time this work was done, that 
deannexation, or the cancelation of that annexation, was not completed; and as is on the 
agenda tonight, we are actually putting that road back into the community. He further 
explained that the work that was done is work that we would want done anyway. 

Council Member Amon moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid 
check number series 46301 through 46474, 1018 through 1019 for a grand total of 
$1,619,180.30. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 
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5. SITE DESIGN AND ENGINEERING SERVICES- Discussion and possible
action to enter into an agreement with Rick Engineering Company to provide site
design and engineering services for the Off-Highway Vehicle Staging Area.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill told the Council that this item has to do with the OHV 
Staging Area Grant, and after the preliminary meeting with the State Parks folks, the first 
step is getting an engineer onboard, getting the site design and the engineering services 
underway. He said we have asked for a cost estimate, a proposal from our on-call 
engineer, and the detail is provided in the Council's packets. 

Council Member Schue asked if the total price is the $32,000. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that the $32,000 is just for the engineering; it is a 
lump sum figure. 

Council Member Schue asked if that $32,000 would be covered by a grant. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that was correct; it is part of it. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if it would be all of it or part of it. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that it is part of the total grant. 

Council Member BearCat commented that in looking at the layout and where it is going 
to be, she did not notice any traffic flow information, and she is concerned about 
congestion. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we can ask that that be addressed in his design; this is just 
the initial schematic; this is not a design; it is just a schematic that was prepared and 
submitted for the grant. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the deadline is four months. 

Council Member Amon noted that the space size for parking is only 12 foot wide. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that this is just a schematic here right now; so, when 
the engineer gets into the design stage, those kinds of things will be worked out. He 
instructed that if there is anything that the Council would like to see be considered in the 
designs, for example, the traffic flow, etcetera, Council Members should give it to him, 
and he will get it to the engineer so that the engineer addresses it. 

Council Member Amon commented that 12 feet just does not seem wide enough. 

Council Member Schue indicated that he agreed with Council Member BearCat that 35 
feet for all that traffic is just not wide enough. 
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Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the proposal and agreement with Rick 
Engineering Company to provide site design and engineering services for the Off
Highway Vehicle Staging Area. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

6. ANNEXATION - Direction to staff to begin Annexation No. 20-01 for property
generally located at Township 3 North Range 18 West, Township 4 North Range
19 West, Township 5 North Range 18 West.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted that the Council was provided with an annexation 
timeline where we have calendared all the different steps some of which are legal 
requirements. He noted there is the 30-day waiting period, the usual six-days prior to a 
public hearing type of requirements; all of these dates and actions are calendared for staff 
to follow from the beginning to the end of the process; the map is on the second page of 
the packet. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill explained that we have included the existing Town limits 
and then the area to the east, and the hatched area on your map is the proposed 
annexation area. He said there are two differences from the previous map, the area that 
we deannexed; there are no islands and the two sections to the west that were excluded 
the first time, we have included this time. He noted there is more detail in terms of mile 
post markers, and this is not a legal surveyed map; it is a generalized description. He 
added that the legal description for the annexed area is on the draft annexation petition, 
and it shows all the individual sections; we are annexing such a large area, we are just 
describing it by sections one-mile square. He said the generalized description is by 
township and range. 

Council Member BearCat asked if any of the other island areas are owned by somebody 
whom we may have to pay some amount to get it annexed. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill responded that we do not pay anybody, but it is very 
possible there may be a mine lease or something that has value, but that will be 
determined by the report we get back from the Assessor. 

There was a discussion of the two areas that are islands that were left out before and 
whether it was State land or mining. It was noted that on the previous map, they left out 
the areas that were not State-owned land, but there were State mineral rights. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we may need some signatures; we will be working with our 
legal counsel regarding that. 
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There was a discussion of State-owned land and BLM land. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that BLM lands are annexed all over the State and 
they never sign; now our current County official who has that responsibility is kind of 
arguing with us a little bit about that. 

Town Attorney Goodwin stated that federal lands would not have any assessed valuation 
and would not require a signature, but we need to know what is going to come back from 
the Assessor's Office, but you do not need the BLM signature. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that we have a meeting that we are scheduling with the 
Assessor's Office to make sure we are all on the same page before we proceed very far 
on this. 

Town Attorney Goodwin noted there could be some assessed valuation that is not BLM 
depending on what kind of utilities might be running through it; we do not know, and that 
is the report you would get, not from the County Assessor, from the Centrally Assessed 
Value Office of the Department of Revenue. She said it is possible that we would need 
some signatures, but not from BLM. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the 10 West power transmission lines are any part of 
this. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded no; it does not go through here. 

Council Member BearCat moved that staff proceed with the annexation process. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

7. TELECOMMUNICATIONS - Discussion and possible action to adopt an
Ordinance declaring the document entitled "Town of Quartzsite
Telecommunications Service - Wired Facilities in the Public Highway" dated
January 14, 2020 as a public record; adding new Chapter 14A
Telecommunications Service - Wired Facilities in the Public Highway related to
the use of public highways by telecommunications providers locating wired
facilities in the public highways in the town and the regulation thereof.

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that the Council has been getting some 
telecommunications related items, and we have had lots of discussions about other 
components; there are five components and the Council has adopted two: the video 
services regulatory ordinance and the small cell in the right-of-way ordinance. She said 
this is the third one and this relates not to those other things at all; this is new to the 
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Council. She explained that this regulates wired facilities, telecommunications' wires in 
your right-of-way. 

Town Attorney Goodwin stated that back on November 12, 2019, the Council had, on its 
agenda, an item related to a broadband grant, something like that, and she has been 
working on these regulatory ordinances for wired wireline facilities in the right-of-way for 
other cities, and she thought she should bring it to Quartzsite; she explained why. 

Town Attorney Goodwin noted that the Council is limited in what they can charge for 
telecommunication companies who want to put facilities, wires underground, in the 
Town's right-of-way to either the Transaction Privilege Tax you can get or to, if it is an 
interstate, a per lineal foot. She explained that the reason we want an ordinance in place 
is because we want to be sure that when people come to your town to use the right-of
way for their commercial purpose, we want to be sure that the regulations and structure 
is in place so they file an application and they know what fees have to be paid and they 
know what has to be done in order to get a permit, and that is what this ordinance does. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said our recommendation is that you get your 
telecommunications regulatory ordinances in place. 

Council Member BearCat asked if this will affect existing systems now. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that she does not think the Town has any licenses. 

Council Member BearCat replied that we have telephone - TDS, fiber optics, 
underground, FastNet which is going to provide high-speed Internet, and they are going 
to either have or they are tapping into fiber optics that already exist, then we have TDS, 
Verizon and other mobile systems that have underground cables to their towers. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked Council Member BearCat if they are in the public right
of-way. 

Council Member BearCat answered that she believes so but does not know for a fact. 

Town Attorney Goodwin responded that they should have come to you for a license. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she is going to talk to Town Manager Ferguson about that. 

Town Attorney Goodwin again said they should have a license. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that she has brought to the Council a short form 
adopting ordinance which adopts a longer ordinance, which the Council really does not 
want to publish, the Council only wants to publish the short one and that is what is in the 
Council's packet. 

Council Member BearCat asked if this will affect any existing systems if the Council 
passes it. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin answered yes because they will be required to come in for a 
license when we know more about who we provide that notice to that they need a license. 

There was a discussion of the possibility that the existing systems may be interstate rather 
than intrastate. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to adopt an ordinance declaring the document 
entitled "Town of Quartzsite Telecommunications Service - Wired Facilities in the Public 
Highway" dated January 14, 2020 as a public record; adding new Town Code Chapter 
14A Telecommunications Service - Wired Facilities in the Public Highway. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

8. SPECIAL EVENTS ORDINANCE - AN ORDINANCE amending the Code of
Quartzsite, Arizona, Chapter 21 Park, Recreation Facilities & Cemetery, Article 21-
1 General Provisions repealing Section 21-1-4 Special Events. related to the
regulation of outdoor musical concerts, festivals, fairs, revivals, exhibitions and
certain sporting events, and setting forth provisions for applications, permit fees,
requirements related to security and safety, noise, traffic circulation and parking,
sanitary facilities, construction and hours of operation.

Town Manager Ferguson commented that we have addressed this over a period of time, 
and he believes we should table this to a work session that only deals with this issue, an 
hour before the next Council meeting, to go through this to make sure we are all still in 
tune with what it is doing. He said it should not go into effect until late spring at the earliest 
because we need to get through the season. 

Council Member BearCat moved to table. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

It was decided that any issues or comments concerning this ordinance would be given to 
the Town Manager before the work session to expedite the work session. 

9. CHILD CARE FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES - Discussion and possible action
regarding providing child care for Town employees.
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Town Manager Ferguson explained the difficulties with such a provision including the cost 
to pay an employee for every meeting in case it is needed, the liability with opening it to 
the public, and the problems with the denial of it to other taxpayers. 

Council Member BearCat expressed concerns with providing a safe environment for 
children with special needs. 

Chief Ponce said he is lucky to have a child who is very well-behaved; for him, his 
daughter is fine here, and he has no issue either way the Council decides. 

Council Member Amon commented that she is the one who brought up this item because 
of the possible distraction to the employees who need to be in the meetings. She noted 
that she was glad for the time the Town Manager put in to looking into it and that she 
understands the problems. 

Vice Mayor Warner commented that this is a very valuable thing, but the timing is not 
right, and there are not enough who need it; the research is good because we may need 
it one day. 

There was discussion of the issue of the cost. 

Council Member BearCat moved to table this, that way, at some time in the future, it 
could be brought forward again. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion Carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

10. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson talked about his attendance at the past Winter Visitor Reception; he 
announced that the next one is January 21 st at the Community Center. He said it is a 
good way to meet our winter visitors and talk to them and to hear their concerns. 

Mayor Simpson announced that La Paz Regional Hospital has an opening coming up on 
the new urgent care facility, a new 8,000-plus square foot unit, all newly equipped. He 
said we have a place for doctors for their clinics as well as urgent care that is now 
separated from the emergency room. He said we are opening this up with an open house 
coming up later this week; that puts us next on strategic planning to get urgent care here; 
now it is expanding in Parker, but we will have it hopefully by next year here. 
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11. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Goldberg commented that the Ladies Luncheon had 38 ladies including 
two who have just moved here. 

Council Member Goldberg announced that she will be getting flyers about the Winter 
Visitor Reception out to the different RV parks. She noted that last month we had 
representation from a number of the clubs; we have had several positive comments; they 
were saying that it is really nice that the Town of Quartzsite is glad that we are here. She 
noted that we have one in January and one in February and that the winter visitors like to 
know that they can talk to a Council Member. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that in the Parker's Winter Visitor Guide, Quartzsite is 
in the middle with articles about the Peace Trail and that these guides are in RV parks. 

Council Member Goldberg said we have a young man, as far as we know - the only active 
deployed military person in Quartzsite, who is stationed in Iraq, and he will be coming into 
Quartzsite on the 22nd

• She noted that the VFW is working with their riders, she thinks 
with the Chief and the Fire Chief, to give this young man a welcome home and let him 
know how much we appreciate his service. She named some of the young serviceman's 
relatives noting that he is part of us. She said she will keep us posted about the time on 
January 22, 2020. 

Council Member BearCat thanked everyone who helped make the Hi Jolly Daze Parade 
happen. She said it was really good, people had a grand time, and the roads were packed 
with people watching. She noted that Skyhawk donated their time and played live music 
on the slab. 

Council Member BearCat commented that the welcome winter visitors sign on the north 
end when you come into Town is where many people take selfies and post them on 
Facebook. 

Council Member BearCat noted that most people are not aware that the school has two 
buildings that have been deemed to be of unsound construction; they are going to have 
to move the kids out of those buildings, and they are trying to figure out how to do that. 
She said they need money because they need to replace them or fix them, and so anyone 
who can donate to the schools, and they have a system to do that, please do because 
they really need it and our kids need it. 

Council Member Amon commented on Marilyn McFate's 50th year in serving at the Pow 
Wow, and she said to please stop by and check out the work over at the Q.I.A. 

Mayor Simpson received a call about three weeks ago from a lady representing TV from 
Germany; she did a phone interview, and she is coming to Town, he believes on the 19th

, 

to do live interviews here for a documentary video. 
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12. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

• 2019 Town Hall Renovations

Town Manager Ferguson noted that we need to put out those welcome winter visitor signs 
every year now. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that there will be an Open Meeting Law training 
here, in the Council Chambers, on the 21st of January at 3:00 p.m. He said it will be here 
for the Town Council, the Board of Appeals and all of our organizations that are subject 
to the Open Meeting Law; we are asking that they all be present. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we submitted the report for your review on the 2019 Town 
Hall Renovations; we will finish up the dais next year. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that she saw, before Christmas, people sleeping on the 
chairs, people sitting on the floor, and one guy was sleeping closer to the dais on the 
floor. She said it is a horrible impression for those who walk through the door. 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Vice Mayor Warner noted that we have not talked about the redo of the code in a long 
time; we need to know when it will be done, how much it will cost and what it will entail. 
Council Member Goldberg concurred. 

Council Member Schue asked for more information on ethics training. 

Council Member Goldberg asked about strategic planning. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to make sure that some of the items on 
previous agendas get moved forward like the animals, and the spreadsheet of the non
profit. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned at 8: 19 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:19 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 14, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on January 14, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 
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DATED this 28th day of January 2020 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

No�� 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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